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about this series

TheHoly Nativity Patristic Library presents the foun-

dational texts of the early Christian Fathers in care-

fully typeset pocket editions. Each volume is drawn

from the public-domain English translations of the

Ante-Nicene Fathers and the Nicene and Post-Nicene

Fathers — the thirty-eight-volume collection edited

by Philip Schaff and his collaborators between 1886

and 1900, which remains the most comprehensive

English-languagegatheringof thepatristicwritings

ever assembled.

Wehave undertaken to issue theseworks one at a

time, as portable single-author editions, so that they

may travel where the original folio volumes cannot

— in a coat pocket, on a long flight, beside a hos-

pital bed. Each volume preserves the Schaff trans-

lation and the translator’s introduction. The foot-
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note apparatus is retained where it serves the text;

we have set aside those notes that pertain only to the

nineteenth-century volume context, and any com-

mentary at variance with the Orthodox confession

of the Fathers themselves. We add a scripture index

for the text in hand.

The texts are typeset in IM Fell English, a face

cut by JohnFell in seventeenth-centuryOxford and

freely available again through the work of Igino

Marini. The Greek is set in Philokalia, designed for

the Athonite tradition.
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introductory note

[Translated by the Rev. B. P. Pratten.]

[a.d. 177.] In placing Athenagoras here, somewhat

out of the order usually accepted, I commit no ap-

preciable violence against chronology, and I gain

a great advantage for the reader. To some extent

we must recognise, in collocation, the principles of

affinity and historic growth. Closing up the bright

succession of the earlier Apologists, this favourite

author affords also a fitting introduction to the great

founder of the Alexandrian School, who comes next

into view. His work opens the way for Clement’s

elaboration of Justin’s claim, that the whole of phi-

losophy is embraced in Christianity. It is charming

to find the primal fountains of Christian thought

uniting here, to flow on for ever in the widening
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and deepening channel of Catholic orthodoxy, as it

gathers into itself all human culture, and enriches

the world with products of regenerated mind, har-

vested from its overflow into the fields of philoso-

phy and poetry and art and science. More of this

when we come to Clement, that man of genius who

introduced Christianity to itself, as reflected in the

burnishedmirror of his intellect. Shackles are falling

from the persecuted and imprisoned faculties of the

faithful, and soon the Faith is to speak out, no more

in tones of apology, but as mistress of the human

mind, and its pilot to new worlds of discovery and

broad domains of conquest. All hail the freedom

with which, henceforth, Christians are to assume

the overthrow of heathenism as a foregone conclu-

sion. The distasteful exposure of heresies was the

inevitable task after the first victory. It was the chase

and following-up of the adversary in his limping and

cowardly retreat, “the scattering of the rear of dark-

ness.” With Athenagoras, we touch upon tokens of

things to come; we see philosophy yoked to the char-

iot ofMessiah; we begin to realize that sibylline sur-

render of outworn Paganism, and its forecast of an

era of light:—
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