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ABOUT THIS SERIES

The Holy Nativity Patristic Library presents the foun-
dational texts of the early Christian Fathers in care-
fully typeset pocket editions. Each volume is drawn
from the public-domain English translations of the
Ante-Nicene Fathers and the Nicene and Post- Nicene
Fathers — the thirty-eight-volume collection edited
by Philip Schaff and his collaborators between 1886
and 1900, which remains the most comprehensive
English-language gathering of the patristic writings
ever assembled.

We have undertaken to issue these works one at a
time, as portable single-author editions, so that they
may travel where the original folio volumes cannot
— in a coat pocket, on a long flight, beside a hos-
pital bed. Each volume preserves the Schaff trans-

lation and the translator’s introduction. The foot-
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note apparatus is retained where it serves the text;
we have set aside those notes that pertain only to the
nineteenth-century volume context, and any com-
mentary at variance with the Orthodox confession
of the Fathers themselves. We add a subject index
and a scripture index for the text in hand.

The texts are typeset in IM Fell English, a face
cut by John Fell in seventeenth-century Oxford and
freely available again through the work of Igino
Marini. The Greek is set in Philokalia, designed for

the Athonite tradition.
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